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Cedars-Sinai Medical Center is committed to excellence in continuing education. Your opinions are critical to us in this effort.  To assist us in evaluating the 
effectiveness of this activity and to make recommendations for future educational offerings, please reflect carefully and complete this evaluation form. 
Please note:  a CME certificate is issued only upon receipt of your completed evaluation form. 
 
Please answer the following questions by circling or checking the appropriate rating:

Effectiveness in Meeting Identified Needs / Objectives 
Was the activity effective in meeting the identified needs / objectives?  Yes  No 

• Recognize the characteristics of inflammatory back pain and the role of genetic testing 
and imaging in early diagnosis in order to decrease the delay in diagnosing AS and 
thereby improve outcome by relieving pain and potentially preventing deformity 

• Illustrate and demonstrate the proper evaluation techniques for patients with potential 
spinal deformities in order to assess risk and evaluate prognosis 

• Describe techniques for proper identification and treatment of traumatic fracture in AS 
patients to avoid serious morbidity and mortality from this complication 

• Discuss options for deformity reconstruction and treatment in order to identify patients 
who might benefit from a surgical procedure and for whom knowledge of risks and 
benefits will assist in decision making 

• Explain how to avoid risks and manage airway properly; demonstrate how rigid neck 
makes intubation dangerous; recognize how cardiovascular and respiratory compromise 
increases risk of surgery.  Management of these risks can prevent cord compression, 
death, or serious morbidity from surgical procedures 

• Recognize the pathogenesis of disease and the interactive role of genes and the 
environment in causing AS 

• Describe the role of new modalities of treatment of AS, and their side effects, including 
the new biologics and their potential for relieving pain, reducing disability, and whether 
they have the potential to truly modify the disease and prevent deformities 

• Identify the frequency and clinical presentation of cardiac and respiratory complications 
accompanying AS patients and how to manage them in order to improve surgical 
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outcomes by reducing morbidity and mortality resulting from surgical intervention 

• Learn modern treatment paradigms that include biologic agents for AS patients.  
Understand the risks and benefits of these agents based on clinical trial data and the 
experiences of specialists and know when to implement newer agents 

      
 1 = Poor 2 = Fair 3 = Satisfactory 4 = Good 5 = Outstanding 

Effectiveness of the Presentation 
Speaker / Title / Learning Objectives 
 

Knowledge of Subject Matter Teaching Effectiveness 
Degree to which this presentation provided you with 
knowledge or skills to implement in your practice? 

Was 
Presentation 
Free of Bias 

Susan Baker, MD 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5  Yes  No 

Medical Management of the AS 
Patient: What is Really New? 

• Explain the importance of early 
diagnosis 

• Describe the indications for the use 
of biologic agents in the Rx of AS 
patients 

• Discuss the rationale behind the use 
of TNF inhibitors in the treatment of 
spondyloarthropathies 

            

John Reveille, MD 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5  Yes  No 

HLA-B27 and AS: What is it Really 
Doing and is it All We Need to Know? 

• Explain the genetic basis of AS 

• Discuss the diversity of HLA-B27 
subtyping 

• Describe the spectrum of immune 
responses in spondyloarthritis 

            



Medical and Surgical Approach to Spine Disease and Spine Deformity in Ankylosing Spondylitis 

Evaluation Form, 090806         Page 3 of 3  

 

Michael Weisman, MD 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5  Yes  No 

Back Pain and the Early Diagnosis of 
AS: Can We Make A Difference? 

• Diagnose AS early, before damage 
occurs 

• Decide when to order expensive 
testing (MRI) 

• Triage back pain into inflammatory 
vs. non-inflammatory 

            

Mariko Ishimori, MD 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5  Yes  No 

Medical Problems Facing the AS 
Patient Undergoing Surgery 

• Perform appropriate pre-operative 
evaluation to assess for cardiac and 
pulmonary complications of AS 

• Diagnose AS-related changes in the 
C-spine that may complicate airway 
management 

            

John Reveille, MD 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5  Yes  No 

Genes, History, and the Push for 
Diversity 

• Explain the adaptive role of immune 
responses 

• Describe genetic draft and adaptation 
to local pressures 

• Discuss innate versus acquired 
immunity 

• Evaluate the spectrum of 
autoimmune responses in the 
rheumatic diseases 

            

J. Patrick Johnson, MD 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5  Yes  No 
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Introduction and Overview to Surgical 
Management of AS 

• Describe the proper techniques for 
identification of patient with AS 

• Recognize perioperative risks 
associated with patients who have 
AS 

• Explain basic surgical treatments for 
patients who have AS 

• Identify the basic pathophy7siology 
of AS 

            

Justin Paquette, MD 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5  Yes  No 

Improvement in Surgical Techniques 
and the Feasibility of Spine Surgery 

• Recognize common presenting 
symptoms of AS 

• Explain common diagnostic 
approaches to AS 

• Discuss common treatments for 
conditions of AS 

            

Khawar Siddique, MD 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5  Yes  No 

Decompression and Fusion Surgeries 
for the AS Patient 

• Interpret common symptoms of spine 
disease in AS patients 

• Manage radiculopathy and axial 
spine pain in AS 
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Leonel Hunt, MD 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5  Yes  No 

Characteristics and Treatment of AS 
Induced Lumbar Deformity 

• Diagnose AS induced lumbar 
kyphosis 

• Describe surgical techniques used to 
correct lumbar deformity 

            

Brian Perri, DO 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5  Yes  No 

Cervico-thoracic Deformity as a Result 
of AS 

• Identify major cervical-thoracic 
deformities in AS 

• Recognize the clinical manifestations 
of kyphotic deformities in AS 

• Discuss treatment methods for 
cervical-thoracic deformity 
correction in the AS patient 

            

Neel Anand, MD 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5  Yes  No 

Spine Trauma and the AS Patient 

• Describe types of trauma in the AS 
patient 

• Explain the pathology/consequences 
of trauma in AS 

• Diagnose, treat and manage AS 
patients with spine trauma 

            

 
 
Commercial Support and Disclosure 

 True False Comments 
Disclosure of faculty relationships with commercial organizations 
was made available to me before the presentation. 

 
 

 
 

 

The commercial supporters for the activity were acknowledged on    
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this website.   
If trade names were used, trade names of all products discussed 
were used. 

 
 

 
 

 

Any off-label drug use, and/or investigational drug use not yet 
approved by the FDA was disclosed before or during the activity. 

 
 

 
 

 

If you answered “false” to any of the above questions, please provide details in the comments section. 
 

 1 = Poor 2 = Fair 3 = Satisfactory 4 = Good 5 = Outstanding 
Activity Environment 

Did this web course meet your educational 
needs? 

1 2 3 4 5 

      
Was the technical quality of this web 
course satisfactory? 

1 2 3 4 5 

      
 
Future Educational Needs 
Please list any other topics that would be of interest to you for future educational activities:  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Other Comments 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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